See how the UK leather industry federation has developed over the past century

23 October 1908 - The first national leather
trade association ‘Federation of Light Leather
Trades of the United Kingdom’ is formed at a
meeting held at the Leathersellers’ Hall.

1918 - The association changes its name to
Federation of Curriers, Light Leather Tanners
and Dressers (Incorporated).

1919 - Formal incorporation of the United
Tanners Federation.

25 July 1950 - Name changes again to British
Leather Federation (BLF).

1962 - BLF merges with the United Tanners
Federation (UTF), the heavy leathers tanners
association to cover the trade as a whole,
while retaining the BLF name.

2000 - BLC restructures itself into BLC Research,
the parent company (which holds the historic
assets of the former BLF and BLMRA) and BLC
Leather Technology Centre Ltd, the
commercial operating company which
encompassed the UK federation activities.

1926 - The Sole Leather Publicity Committee of
the UTF is working hard to promote the
industry.

1954 - The Leather Institute is formed, bringing
together the Sole Leather Publicity
Committee, the Full Chrome Publicity
Committee and the British Tanning Extracts
Manufacturers’ Association, to carry out the
vital leather marketing and promotional
activities for the industry.

1983 - BLF merges with the British Leather
Manufacturers’ Research Association (BLMRA)
to form the British Leather Confederation. The
Leather Institute transforms into the BLC
Marketing Committee, and now works under
the name of the UKLF Marketing Group.

2005 - In September the UK Leather
Federation splits from the BLC, to form a
separate operating company to allow both
organisations to focus on their individual core
activities.

In parallel, the British School of Leather Technology was established in 1909, the
BLMRA was set up in 1920, and the International Council of Tanners inaugurated in
1926. Much later, COTANCE, the European Tanners Association, originally constituted
in the framework of the International Council of Tanners as a "Study Group of EEC
Tanners and Dressers", was formally established in 1957, and much later still, BLF joined
in 1973.

